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 AUSTRALIAN LITTLE ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

(a) This policy outlines how Little Athletics Victoria (LAVic) will select its representative 

team for the 2026 Coles Australian Little Athletics Championships (ALAC) to be 

held at the Queensland Sports and Athletics Centre (QSAC), Brisbane, in April 2026. 

The aim is to select a competitive team of athletes who represent Victoria with 

pride, sportsmanship, and collaboration. 

(b) This policy applies only to athletes born in 2013 and 2014. There is no national 

competition offered for younger age groups at this championship; however, 

individual representative opportunities may exist for athletes born in 2013 or earlier. 

For more information, please visit the Athletics Victoria (AV) website at 

https://athsvic.org.au/state-teams/.  

1.2 POLICY AIMS 

LAVic aims to: 

(a) Send the strongest possible Victorian team within ALAC rules. 

(b) Support athlete development and enjoyment in a national team environment. 

(c) Ensure selection is transparent, consistent, and aligned with Little Athletics Australia 

(LAA) and Australian Athletics (AA) frameworks. 

1.3 ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

To be eligible for selection, athletes must: 

(a) Be a registered, financial member of a LAVic centre or a registered athlete 

member of an AV club. 

(b) Be born in 2014 or 2013. 

(c) In the first instance, compete in the ALAC Selection Meet: the 2025/26 Victorian 

State Track & Field Championships of Little Athletics Victoria or,  

(i) In the second instance, contest the State Track & Field Championships of 

another affiliated LAA or AA member association in an event contested at 

ALAC, where the implement or equipment specifications match.  

(d) Be available for all ALAC team commitments, including training, information 

sessions, and/or travel, where applicable, unless an exemption is granted by 

LAVic. 

(e) For Multi-Class athletes, hold a Provisional or National Classification. 

(f) Remain in good standing with LAVic and/or AV and conduct themselves in 

accordance with its Code of Conduct. 

1.4 TEAM COMPOSITION 

As per LAA regulations: 

(a) U12 Team: Up to 28 boys and 28 girls (maximum 56 athletes). 

(b) U13 Team: Up to 28 boys and 28 girls (maximum 56 athletes). 

(c) Multi-Class: Up to 12 athletes per age group (gender mix at LAVic discretion). 

(d) A maximum of three athletes per event per gender may be selected. 

(e) Each athlete may compete in up to six events, including relays. 

  

https://athsvic.org.au/state-teams/
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1.5 SELECTION PROCEDURE 

The LAVic Selection Committee, appointed by LAVic, will oversee all decisions. Selections will 

consider both performance and team contribution for those nominated, following these 

principles: 

1.5.1 Nomination 

(a) Only those who nominate via the prescribed method, within the designated 

timeframe, will be considered. 

1.5.2 Performance Assessment 

(a) In the first instance, athletes’ performances at the ALAC Selection Meet: the 

2025/26 Victorian State Track & Field Championships of Little Athletics Victoria. 

(i) In the second instance, athletes’ performances at the State Track & Field 

Championships of another affiliated LAA or AA member association, or another 

LAVic State, Regional, or Centre level Competition.  

(b) Consistency, competitiveness, and event suitability within team needs. 

1.5.3 Team Balance 

(a) Selection is based on overall team strength and event coverage for team points. 

(b) Not all events must have full representation. 

1.5.4 Multi-Class Selection 

(a) Based on classification, performance data, and suitability within event offerings. 

1.5.5 Final Team Confirmation 

(a) Announced in the days following completion of the LAVic State Track & Field 

Championships. 

(b) The Committee’s decision is final. 

1.6 ATHLETE OBLIGATIONS AFTER SELECTION 

Selected athletes must: 

(a) Confirm acceptance within the time specified by LAVic, including timely payment 

of team levy (or arrangement of appropriate payment plan). 

(b) Attend all compulsory team activities, including training activities and information 

sessions, where applicable, unless an exemption is granted by LAVic. 

(c) Comply with all LAVic and LAA policies, where applicable. 

(d) Purchase, where not already owned, and wear the approved Team Victoria 

uniform at all ALAC events. 

(e) Maintain fitness, health, and behaviour standards prior to and during the 

Championships. 

Failure to meet these obligations may result in removal from the team at the discretion of the 

Selection Committee. 

1.7 REPLACEMENT OF ATHLETES 

If a selected athlete withdraws due to injury, illness, or other reasons: 

(a) The Selection Committee may replace them with another eligible athlete, 

prioritising event coverage and team needs. 

(b) Replacements must meet all eligibility requirements. 
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1.8 SELECTION OF COACHING AND MANAGEMENT TEAM 

The LAVic State Management and Coaching Team will be appointed to lead, support, and 

manage the Victorian athletes representing Little Athletics Victoria at the 2026 ALAC.  

Appointments will be made by LAVic, in consultation with the LAVic Chief Executive Officer 

and LAVic Manager – Education. 

1.8.1 Appointment Process 

(a) Selection will be based on experience, qualifications, leadership skills, and ability 

to contribute to team culture and athlete development. 

(b) Appointments will aim to achieve gender balance and appropriate supervision 

ratios. 

1.8.2 Eligibility Requirements 

All appointed members must: 

(a) Hold a current Working with Children Check or VIT Registration. 

(b) Sign and comply with the LAVic Code of Conduct for Dealing with Children and 

Young People. 

1.8.3 Roles and Responsibilities 

The Management Team is responsible for: 

(a) The coaching, preparation, and welfare of athletes. 

(b) Coordination and management during competition. 

(c) Representing LAVic in an ambassadorial and leadership capacity throughout the 

ALAC program. 

1.9 SELECTION OF SELECTION COMMITTEE 

The LAVic State Selection Committee will be appointed to oversee the selection process in 

accordance with this policy.   

Appointments will be made by LAVic, in consultation with the LAVic Chief Executive Officer 

and LAVic Manager – Education. 

1.9.1 Appointment Process 

(a) Selection will be based on professional expertise, impartiality, and demonstrated 

commitment to athlete development.  

(b) Appointments will aim to achieve gender balance and diversity of skills. 

(c) Additional specialist advisors may be invited to provide input on specific events or 

classifications, at the discretion of the Committee 

(d) Committee members will serve for the duration of the ALAC cycle, unless otherwise 

determined by LAVic. 

1.9.2 Eligibility Requirements 

All appointed members must: 

(a) Declare any conflicts of interest prior to participation in selection deliberations. 
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1.9.3 Roles and Responsibilities 

The Selection Committee is responsible for: 

(a) Overseeing the athlete selection process in accordance with this policy. 

(b) Ensuring transparency, fairness, and consistency in all decisions. 

(c) Reviewing athlete performances and eligibility criteria. 

(d) Balancing team composition to maximise overall competitiveness and 

representation. 

(e) Documenting and communicating final team selections to LAVic. 

(f) Maintaining confidentiality of deliberations and athlete information 

1.10 POLICY ADMINISTRATION 

(a) The Selection Committee is responsible for interpreting and implementing this 

policy. 

(b) Any amendments will be approved by LAVic, and an updated version of the 

selection policy will be shared online. 

(c) Withdrawals, including those actioned by LAVic and/or a member of the 

Coaching and Management Team or the Selection Committee, are not entitled 

to a refund of any or all costs incurred. 

(d) This policy does not include an appeals process; all selection decisions are final. 

 

  



 

Page 7 of 7 
 

 DOCUMENT HISTORY 

2.1 VERSION CONTROL 

 

Date Version # Action Taken / Updates 

December 2017 1.0 Instituted Version Control with December 2017 document 

becoming V1.0 

Regulation repealed, Policy created. 

June 2018 2.0 Update reference to age groups due to changes for season 

2019. 

Update team sizes due to age group changes. 

October 2018 

 

3.0 Update reference to Combined Events to align to both 

LAVic and LAA new terminology. 

July 2019 4.0 Remove references to age group changes. 

Update Team size as determined by LAA in June 2019 

Update selection process for ATC to Monday night. 

December 2020 5.0 Update Team size as determined by LAA in Nov 2020 

Update selection criteria to include Multi-Class 

December 2021 6.0 Update minor administrative changes. 

February 2022 6.1 Update selection criteria due to changes to Multi-Class 

events 

2022/2023 7.0 - 7.2 Creation of separate selection documents due to the 

changed timing of the Combined Event Championships. 

October 2023 8.0 Realignment of policies into one document. Administrative 

updates and changes to reflect revised structure for the 

2024 Australian Little Athletics Championship. 

March 2024 8.1 Updates to: 

• Specify time of selection meeting and advisement 

of successful applicants.  

• Include process for selection of U14 and U15 

competitors in the case of a draw. 

• Minor wording, for enhanced clarity. 

November 2024 9.0 Updates to reflect revised structure for ALAC 2025. 

January 2026 10.0 Policy rewrite to reflect revised structure for ALAC 2026 and 

collaborative staging with Australian Athletics. 

 

 

 

 

 


